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(loth April). Please take over your duties in Berlin as from
soth April. I am happy to be able to give you this token
of my confidence in you and gratitude for the great services
you have rendered to the German people during the past
ten years in which you have been a fighter in our movement
for the regeneration of Germany. I thank you, too, for your
services as Commissioner for Internal Affairs in Prussia, in
successfully carrying through the National Revolution, and
above all I thank you for the unique loyalty with which
you have bound your destiny to mine.'
Now Herr von Papen was still Prussian Premier. Hitler
had made use of his absence in Rome to put Goering in his
place without waiting for his yea or nay. A greater affront
could hardly have been offered a Cabinet Minister.
But Papen, who clung to his Vice-Chancellorship,
swallowed the insult and stayed on as a member of the
Hitler Government.
Needless to say, his mission to the Holy Father advantaged
him nothing. He gave in Hitler's name far-reaching assur-
ances which Hitler of course never kept. The consequence
was that Papen's relations with the Church were later very
troubled. Up to the present he has thrown in his lot with
the Hitler regime without facing up to the anti-religious
tendencies of the National Socialists, and therefore religious
circles have lost the last atom of respect for this papal
chamberlain, and have placed him on an equal footing in
every respect with the National Socialist anti-Christians.
At first, however, Papen still zealously endeavoured at
least to preserve good relations with the Church, as an asset
for his activities in the German Government, while he clung
to his post in spite of all exposures. He appeared to hope
that he could step into Hitler's shoes when the latter had
played himself out.
Papen makes Speeches
Very naively Herr von Papen indulged the hope that he
could succeed against Hitler in the same way that he had
done against Bnining. As Vice-Chancellor he had no real